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Those visiting the Historical Society of Ocean Grove and its museum 
will be impressed with its new interior changes, new exhibits, and a 
focus on completely revamping our archives area for the preservation 
of historical artifacts.   
As the season begins, we celebrate two milestones: the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of Ocean Grove, and the 50th anniversary 
of the Historical Society of Ocean Grove. The many events planned 
are featured on our website www.oceangrovehistory.org. 

Last  fall, the HSOG held its election and the new executive officers 
have been focusing on increasing programming and services for its 
membership.  Bob Waitt, President, is well-known to many in Ocean 
Grove for giving historic tours for many years.  Michael McGraw, 1st 
Vice-President, is working with Bob to expand offerings for 
membership and create a new and exciting museum space, and 
coordinate a wide variety of efforts to increase membership and 
develop a strong financial structure for the organization.  Jean 
Buckley, 2nd Vice-President, has been a self-proclaimed “Ocean Grove 
Girl” for many years. Throughout the summer, Jean volunteers in 
many Ocean Grove events and coordinates several HSOG events.   

We also hope to develop a museum store online.  New programs and 
exhibit ideas will be continually explored. Public relations and 
marketing will be highlighted and increased, with a special focus on 
social media and upgrading our website.  Our bi-annual newsletter will 
also be improved and distributed in key location in Ocean Grove, as 
well as sent electronically to our membership.     

A new strategic plan with a 3 year focus will be developed this year 
and an advisory council composed of individuals and community 
leaders will be formed to lend support to our efforts.   

We’re excited about these many changes.  Come to visit us soon, 
volunteer and become involved, renew your membership, and attend 
our many events.  We hope you like this issue and feedback is always 
welcome. 

New Leadership, Museum Design & 
Exhibits  
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When it became necessary to upgrade the doors on the Great 
Auditorium last year, HSOG obtained several of the existing 
doors, dating from the 1930s. The bottom half of the doors 
(see photo above) were incorporated into a new design for 
the museum’s welcoming reception desk, as well as a station 
for the museum store area. Photo below is an entire door and 
serves as a backdrop in our display window. 

The HSOG  is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. The Historical 
Society received a SAGE General Operating Support grant from 
the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the  
Department of State. 

Like us on Facebook to keep 
up with our events, news, and 

much more! 

http://www.oceangrovehistory.org
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Check our website for updates & events at www.OceanGroveHistory.org 

An important member of our board, Alice Probst, has 
departed from New Jersey to the state of Georgia. 
Alice oversaw our membership and brought a smile 
to everyone she encountered while volunteering for 
HSOG. Alice will be greatly missed! 

In April, the Founder’s Fountain Park was returned to Ocean 
Grove in preparation for the dedication on July 27, 2019. It 
was restored by Robinson Iron Works in Alabama. 

During the Girlfriends’ Getaway Weekend, HSOG hosted a British 
Tea which completely sold out. All who attended had a splendid time. 

Please consider making a tax deductible year-end gift to the Historical Society to 
continue our preservation initiatives. 

This past winter, Pat Gigon, HSOG board member, accepted 
the NJ Historical Commission Project Grant check which was 
awarded us in the amount of $2500 to assist with the fountain 
project. 

Sun, Sand and Modesty, an exhibition of bathing costumes 
from the late 19th century and early 20th century is now 
open in the Historical Society of Ocean Grove Museum The 
exhibition includes period costuming, vintage photos, and 
other antique artifacts from the museum’s collection, as 
well as several items on loan from the Morris County 
Historical Society based in Morristown, New Jersey.  The 
exhibit was created by Deborah Osepchuk of Ocean Grove. 
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Join or Renew Your Membership Today, Call (732)774-1869 

1890 in Ocean Grove is explored in an interactive exhibit. The 
exhibit, sponsored in part by a grant from the Kearny Bank of NJ, 
looks at what it would have been like to visit Ocean Grove in the 
summer of 1890. Browse various hotels, from the Howland House to 
luxurious surroundings of the Turkish baths.   

MISSION: 
 

Since its founding in 1970, the Historical 
Society of Ocean Grove has pledged itself  
to preserve, document, and encourage com-
munity interest in the history of Ocean 
Grove.  The purpose of this non-profit Soci-
ety is to sustain the heritage and honor of 
being designated a National Historic Dis-
trict.  The Historical Society aims to: 

• Advocate for the protection of Ocean 
Grove’s historic structures, material cul-
ture, and built environment 

• Maintain Ocean Grove as the largest as-
semblage of authentic  
Victorian architecture in the nation, and its 
establishment as a nineteenth century 
planned resort community 

• Enrich the Camp Meeting heritage of 
Ocean Grove and the town’s unique herit-
age. 

HSOG Financial Health Highlights  
 - Fund Raiser Resuts -  

2018 House Tour $17,833.00 

2018 Auction $2,784.00 

2018 Walking Tours $6,452.00 

2018 Girlfriends Weekend $1,070.00 

2018 Yard Sale $833.00 

Thanks to our members for continued support. The events 
alone don’t allow us to survive. It’s your memberships and 

donations that make a difference.  

Please remember the HSOG in your estate planning through appreciate stock, or  
your will or trust will to help with Ocean Grove history preservation. Please call us at 

(732)774-1869 and/or  your estate attorney to discuss. Thank you.    

Upcoming Events 
HSOG Auction—Sat, May 25th  
(Women’s Club-Ocean Twp, N.J.) 

 
51st Annual House Tour—Fri, Aug 9th 

(Meet at Museum) 

Our archive space is currently being updated to ensure that our collections are safe 
and appropriately accessible to the public. A new redefined space will help us 
safeguard our treasures. 
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Private and Group Tours  
by Appointment  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

April 29 — HSOG General Meeting/Program  

May 25 — HSOG Auction of Antiques and Collectibles 

May 25 — Architectural Tour * 

June 1 — HSOG Yard Sale   

June 20 — Women’s History Walking Tour * 

June 20 — HSOG General Meeting/Program  

June 24 through August 31—Historic Walking Tours * 

July 2 — Architectural Tour * 

July 13 — Ocean Grove History Day 

July 19 — Tent Tour *  

July 25  — Women’s History Walking Tour * 

July 30 — Architectural Tour * 

August 9 — 51st Annual House Tour * 

August 14 — Teddy Bear Picnic * 

August 15 — “A Celebration of the Architecture of Ocean Grove” * 

August 19 — The March Toward Suffrage: A Historical Perspective* 

August 22 — Women’s History Walking Tour * 

August 24 — The March Toward Suffrage: A Historical Perspective* 

August 26 — HSOG General Meeting/Program 

September 7 — HSOG Yard Sale  
 
 
 
 

50 Pitman Ave, Ocean Grove, New Jersey 07756 
732-774-1869 • info@oceangrovehistory.org • www.oceangrovehistory.org 

*Denotes cost, please visit  oceangrovehistory.org 
for complete details. 
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